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ESTRELLA. 



To hie dear mother. Mrs. HARRIETT PULLMAN SEARELLE. of The Gust. New Zealand, this work ia 
affectionately dedicated by her son, LUSCOMBE SEARELLE, London, June 6. 1882. 



CAST OF CHARACTERS. 

COUNT POMPOSO DI VESUVIO A Venetian General, beiroihid to Estrella 

PHYLLOXERA An Impoverished Vine Grovter, Father of Estrella 

THE DOGE OF VENICE A Model of Justice and Dignity 

SIGNOR LORENZO a Young Advocate, in love with Estrella 

GIOVANNI TOMMASO Major Dome to the Count 

TARTARELLA Mother to Estrella. a strong-minded woman 

BR^GETTA Companion to Estrella. in love with the Count 

ESTRELLA Betrothed to the Count, but in love with Lorenso 

VIOLETTA 

HENRIETTA !.!!!!!..!!!! 

NOTARY .......!!..!..!!!!.. 

ClK>n[B of Peasants, Soldiers, Wedding Guests, Moorish Firates, Lawyers, &c. 



Soene-VENICE. 



Period-RENAISSANCE. 



.A.P=LC3-XJIvlEIISrT, 



Acrr I. 

EsneiLLA, the Daughter of Pmtlloxbsa, aa Imporerbhed Tine-grower, b in love 
widi LoKSNZO, a young advocate, but compelled by her parenti to marry Lokbnzo's 
kinsman. Count Pomposo di Vbuvio, whose wealth and position render him a more 
eUgible match. The Count, however, has some doubts of his bride's affection for him, 
and he lesolves to test it by disappearing the day after the wedding, and returning in 
disguise, making it appear that he has been kidnapped by Barbary Corsain, and dien 
killed, or sold into slavery. He confides this scheme to his Major Dom^. but it is 
overheard by Brigbtta. companion to EsTttKuJL BRtcrrrA reveals fhe plot to 
LoRBNZO, who, desperate at losing fab lady love, determines to forestall it by haviqg 
his rival seised at once. In this he b assisted by several of his friends, who di^iilse 
themselves as Moorish pirates, and carry off the Count immediately after the 
marriage ceremony. 

ACT U. 

We now find EmsLLA as Countess, living with her parents in the Palace of 
Cotmr DI Vksuvio, whose sudden disi4>pearance has caused great excitement. 
LoRXNZo's friends, the sham Algerines, have delivered the bridegroom into the hands 
of real pirates, and by this time no one knows what has become of him. Estrslla. 
though relieved by the absence of an uncongenial spouse, is anxious as to his Cate, 
and d istr es s e d at her own uncertab and equivocal position. In the midst of thb, the 
Count, who b not only alive, but has purdmsed hb release, carries out hb origmal 



plan by returning, disguised as a Hebrew money lender. ErntSLLA does not recog 
nize him, and to test her affectkm he gives her a touching account of hb own death. 
As he b supposed to be old and poor, he enters her kervice in a " confidential capa- 
city," but b employed in menial offices, and altogether treated as of no consideratkm. 
LoRBNZO and Estrblla's parents look down upon him, and make themselves at 
home in hb house in a manner that naturally arouses hb indignation. Brigktta, 
who has penetrated hb disgube, b the only person who sympathises with him. Hb 
anger reaches a climax when he sees Lorbnzo formally betrothed to Estrblla. The 
Cotnrr thereupon dedares lumself, to the general '■^yfti'matioii. and Ibe Docs b 
called upon to decide the olaitis of the rivals. 

ACT III. 

The DoGB and Council assemble to try the case of the Count oi VBStnno. who 
demands hb bride and property. But it appears that, by the law of Venk:e, any one 
who has given himself out to be deceased, b thereby dead in law, and thence it b 
argued that the Count can no longer be recognised as a living man. Estrella, as- 
sisted by Lorenzo, pleads, on the ground of thb legal fictk>n, to be released from the 
marriage contract, while Brigetta undertakes to be counsel on the Count's skle. It b 
at length decided that Count Pomposo. although dead in law. shall be rtcognised and 
r es t o red to hb posidon. on conditkm of hb relinquishing hb claim to Eftr*>lla ; mattes 
lyre thus satisfiictorily arranged, and all ends happily. 



Produced at the Prince's Theatre, Manchester, England, under the management of Mr. John Hollingshead, May 14, 1883. 
Produced at the Gaiety Theatre, London, England, under the management of Mr. John Hollingshead, May 24, 1883. 
Produced at the Folies Dramatiques Theatre, London, under the management of Mr. Francis Fairlie, June 6, 1883. 
Produced in America by Mr. E. C. Rice, who possesses the sole right of representation in the Eastern States, U. S. A 
The sole right of representation in Australia beldngs to Messrs. Williamson, Gamer & Musgrove, of the Theatres RoyaL Melbourne and 
Sydney. 
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ACT I. 

FAR O'ER THE MOON-TIPPED SEA. 

No. i. OPENING CHORUS. (Barcarolle.) 



Allegro turn troppo. 
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JHdlogue hetwem Count db Yesutio, the Muob Domo, omA ike father and mother of Estbblli eo me mf mg ike ap* 
proacMng maniage of the Ck>nirr with ike saiA Sstrblla. He expreseea a doubt of her afe^km far Mm^ wkUk the 
mother {though htiowiM she does mi looehimj) pooh pooh$. She asks eiwnfbodgtnto the house to kOe r^fiteshmeiUSf emd 
exemutoN0.2.C.wtththeexe9ttoH({fthe(!amT and Hajob Dqico. 
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The CoUKT takes the JUjob Poho into his confidence, and tells him that totxMAe affedUm of EstbbLuI for him^ he 
has made arrangements with the C(y[>tain of a band of Algerines to inoade his palace the day after the maniage and 
cahif him off before (he face <2f hi& Mde^ pretending to sell him into slavertf. The next dag he toUl retmm, disguised, 
atid watches her, and judge of her affection hg seeing how she hears her bereavement Theg go off stage 4o mature iheif 
pkms. After theg are gone Lorenzo the Count's eousin whom Estbella loveSy comes on and serenades her rmdei W 
window. 
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ImfifWioned seme between Estbella and Lobeiizo, in which she tOls hhn that the only way to save her father fr^m 
hanhrtgftf^ is her marriage with the Covm ; and she must do so to save her parents. She ms Iokevzo farew^ Jbr ever, 
and goes into the house. Lorenzo does not know iahtH to do; when he remembers what Behjetta has told him about the 
Count's disappearance the day after the wedding. An idea strikes him, and he determines to have the Count carried offim- 
mediately. He hears his friends approaching, and determines to get them to disguise them^^^etioes as^Algerines to ca^ him off. 
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Enter Estbella, tcho wishes to sm Lorenzo once more before her marrioge separates them forever. She finds he has 
gone. The Count enters^ and tries Id make love to her^ when she ti^eats him very eavc^ierhf. She hears the bridesmaids op - 
proaehing^ and retires hito the house. 
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Dialogue between Brizetta and Major Domo, in wfalcfa they cHscnst 
the sadden kidnapping of tlie Count ; tlie Major Domo not being able 
to understand bow it was the Pirates came twenty-four hours before 
their time. Tartarella is glad of the disappearance of the Count, as 
her daughter now being the Count's wife, she can Kve undisturbed in 
his palace and rule his household. Lorento enters, and as the Count's 
next heir and Itg^ adriseri claims the sole direction of affairs in his 



hou8eh<rfd; refitih^ to recognize the bride's father and mothert sayfa^ 
that he can only consult with Estrella, the Count's wife. Lorenzo has 
her parents ignominiously expelled and sends for Estrella. Estrella, 
when she sees Lorenzo, pretends to be heart-broken at the disappear 
ance of the Coont, and makes Lorenzo believe that her heart has al> 
ways belonged to her husband* Lortoao, disgoted, goes away to 
enlist for a soldier. 
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Trial scene ; in which Estbilla and Bbioetta plead. 
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No. 23. ARIA and CHORUS. 
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FINALE 



The Doge gives his deci^ou that EstrelIiA having contracted ttoo marriages, is the wife of both the Count and Lokekzo, 
and orders them to settle the dispute by mortal combat. The Count rtfuses to fight for a bride who evidently does not love him, 
so the DooE gives Estbblla to Lobbnzo and orders the Count to marry Bsioetta, and give to LoiiENao his Barony ofBendigo. 
JEvery-one is satisfied with his arrangement, and the Count is aUowed to come la l^agam, 
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